
 

 
EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN PIPELINE 

 

OVERVIEW 

The Eastern Mediterranean (EastMed) pipeline project is an offshore/onshore natural gas pipeline that will 

directly connect the East Mediterranean gas resources to the European gas system. 

The pipeline will be designed to transport up to 15 billion cubic meters from the recently discovered off-

shore gas reserves in the Levantine Basin (Cyprus and Israel) and the potential reserves of Greece to the 

Greek National gas systems and the Italian gas system via the Poseidon pipeline.  

 

SPONSOR 

The project promoter of the EastMed Pipeline is IGI-Poseidon SA, a Greek company equally owned by 

DEPA S.A. and Edison International Holding The company is in charge of the development of other projects 

in the framework of the Southern Corridor region, namely the Poseidon pipeline and the Interconnection 

Greece-Bulgaria (IGB). 

 

THE ROUTE 

The Eastmed pipeline project is approx. 1700km long from the new discoveries of natural gas in the East 
Mediterranean region up to the connection with the Poseidon Pipeline. The project comprises the 
following sections: 

 approx. 150km offshore pipeline from the Levantine Basin to Cyprus;  

 approx. 650km offshore pipeline from Cyprus to Crete; 

 approx. 400km offshore pipeline from Crete to Peloponnesus; 

 approx. 500km onshore pipeline on the Greek territory up to the connection with Poseidon pipeline in 
the Thesprotia region.  
 

 

 



 
 

 

KEY BENEFITS OF THE EASTMED PROJECT  

The EastMed pipeline has been included in the first Projects of Common Interest list at European 
level and is candidate to confirm the status in the second list as it:  

 Increases security and diversification of gas supplies to Europe, as well as competition in line with 

the EU objectives to complete the internal energy market 

 Exploits the proximity of the Levantine Basin gas fields to mainland Europe, to diversify the sources, 

routes and counterparts of the European gas supply with 8-15 bcm/year of deliveries from new 

sources, which are wholly or partly produced within the EU; 

 Strengthens the security of supply with a new interconnection directly linked to production fields; 

 Links the gas reserves of the Levantine Basin to the European markets, providing to Cyprus and 
Israel a steady market for gas exports and to the EU supplies from a diversified source;   

 Integrates Cyprus with the European gas system, further promoting gas trading in the South 
Eastern Europe region; 

 Facilitates the economic development of Cyprus and Greece, with the two countries benefitting from 
the returns of the development of hydrocarbon production activities, gas transportation activities, 
gas distribution in new areas, as well as increase of competition in the final gas market; 

 Promotes the development of gas trading hubs in Greece and in Italy, in connection with other 
Southern Corridor initiatives, facilitating gas exchanges in South Eastern Europe; 

 Provides gas to regions of Greece that currently have no access to the National Network, such as 

Crete, the Peloponnese and Western Greece. 

The project has received the support of the Cypriot, Greek and Italian Governments in order to facilitate its 

development including financial and permitting activities. 

DEVELOPMENT STATUS  

A Pre-Feasibility Study has been completed by JP Kenny and it pointed out that, despite the challenges 
of the project (the length and the deep water), the pipeline construction is feasible as demonstrated by other 
similar projects under construction or already operational.  
 
IGI Poseidon issued an invitation to tender (ITT) on 28

th
 November 2014 of engineering activities for 

the EastMed pipeline project. The ITT follows the prequalification process launched earlier this year through 

which the expression of interest of several major engineering companies were examined under specific 

criteria on design and construction of onshore and offshore gas pipeline. The Company plans to award the 

contract in first-quarter 2015.  

Following the definition of the main features of the project, the permitting procedures in Cyprus and Greece 
will be carried out including the required public consultations in accordance with the relevant European and 
national legislation.  
 
 

CONTACTS 

IGI-Poseidon S.A. 
Address:  92, Marinou Antipa Ave.,14121, Heraklion Attikis. Athens Greece.  
Tel:      +30 210 270 1214 (Athens) 

               +39 02 6222 7154 (Milan) 

Fax:        +30 210 270 1029 (Athens) 

               +39 02 6222 7212 (Milan) 

Email:      d.manolis@igi-poseidon.com 

                lorenzo.meucci@igi-poseidon.com 
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